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The Three Branches
of Government

he U.S.A. has three branches of government: the Executive
Branch, the Legislative Branch, and the Judicial Branch. Each
branch holds equal but separate power SO that there is a system
of checks and balances.

Executive Branch
The Executive Branch is headed by the president and includes the

vice-president, and the 16 presidential advisors that make up the
Cabinet. The main job of the Executive Branch is to protect and
serve the citizens of the United States by enforcing the laws.

Legislative Branch

The Legislative Branch is headed by Congress. Tts job is to create
the laws that govern the people. Congress is made up of two
parts: the Senate and the House of Representatives. Both the
Senate and the House are made up of leaders from every state
who have been elected by the people of the states they represent.
The Senate has 100 senators: two for every state—no matter
how big or small the state. In the House of Representatives,

the number of members per state varies according to

state population. A state with a large population has more
representatives than a state with a small population.

Judicial Branch
The third branch of government is the Judicial Branch. This

branch is responsible for interpreting the laws of the Constitution
to make sure everyone is being treated fairly. The Supreme

Court of the Judicial Branch is the highest court in the U.S., and
everyone—even the president!——must accept its rulings.

e S AR S



instead of one?
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Who is in charge of the Executive Branch?

'_ Which two legislative groups make up Congress?

ould a state with a small population have more
lepresentatives than a state with a larger population? Why?

What is the highest court in the United States?




Proper Nouns

Proper nouns name specific people, places, and things. In a sentence, the noun is the
person, place, or thing that can act or be talked about.

Dr. Bateman - a specific person
Dr. Bateman helped our sick puppy.

Anchorage - a specific place
Anchorage is a city in Alaska.

Empire Stafe Building - a specific thing
The Empire State Building is in New York City.

Solve Ii
Write the correct words from the box to complete Patrick's journal entry. Use only

proper nouns.

planef _
nahonal park
my uncle .
Plerce School

High land Park

[love mornings. 1 go to

to walk the trails and read

. Later, Aunt Pat and

come to my house. We plan

our trip to the . We use the

telescope to look at when it

gets dark. On Monday, it's back to
T like

He is a good principal. But I sfill look forward fo the

weekend.

Chapter | Lesson 2

Spectrum Language Arts
Grammar: Paris of Speech

Grade 5
8
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Match It
Draw a line from Column A to Column B to match nouns. Practice it a

Common Nouns

gain by drawing

lines from Column C to Column D.

Column A
person
place
thing

Column C
person
place
thing

Try I
Write a short paragraph telling about a place you have visited. Use at least six common

nouns.

Colurmn B

key
police officer
country

Column D
student

Spectrum Language Arts
Grade 5

Chapter | Lesson |
Grammar: Parts of Speech
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Common Nouns

v A s

Common nouns name people, places, and things. They are general nouns
(not specific).

veterinarian - a person
A veterinarian is a doctor who helps animals.

city - a place
The city is in the southeastern part of the state.

shoe - a thing
My shoe is stuck in the mud.

Complete I
Use the words from the box below to complete the following sentences.

I. The , look prefty in the vase.
2. The rang and rang.
3. My is visiting from Colorado.
Y. The students run on the beside the school.
5. ___must not be afraid of smoke and fire.
6. The is a nice place to play.
7. on many subjects can be found in the library.
8. must like living on the sea.
Q. The sells stamps.
10. Many grow in this forrest.
Spectrum Language Arts Chapter | Lesson |
Grade 5 Grammar: Parts of Speech
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